The 'Dr Google' phenomenon--missed appendicitis.
Self-diagnosis has been around for many years. In today's society with free access to information, particularly through the Internet, it is more prominent than ever. With new information sources available to patients, doctors may have their diagnostic process influenced. This is the case of a gentleman who self-diagnosed, and subsequently influenced his doctor's diagnostic process, with results detrimental to his outcome. It illustrates the importance of awareness of the risks of self diagnosis, and management of patients who present with information and preconceived ideas regarding their condition.